
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
May 16, 2017 – School Library 
 
 

Attendees: Stephanie Nobbs, Teisha Gaylard, Kara Howson, Andra Smith, Katie Doucette, Lesley 
Paquette, Kathryn Hancock, Tricia Gheorghe, Annabel Lee, Winnie Mui, Mary Vincent, Lisa Merritt, 
Melissa Adams, Geneviève Gauthier-King, Rebecca Carver, Rebecca Montemurro 

Regrets: Jennifer Thomas 

Call to order: 7:05 pm 

May 16/17 Agenda and April 18/17 minutes approved 

Chair’s Report 

BBQ:  

• 4 vendors are lined up: Grill Masters, Little Ray’s Reptiles, the Roving Recyclers and Merry 
Dairy. 

• Jars Jars Jars – there will be a call out for donations, they need to be in by June 1.  Kinder 
families and Gr.1 will have an explanation as to what they are and what goes into them. 

• Posters for the school and classrooms have been delivered. 
• We need more volunteers, particularly for the first aid table.  Rebrand the station to be 

called the Help Station, and there may be more volunteers. 
• Community resource police officer – Genevieve to inquire if one is available to come. 

Gr. 6 Leaving Ceremony: 

• Kara has a list of volunteers. $500 budget for cake and drinks (last year: 2 cakes, nut free 
treats, and drinks). Letter going home to grade 6 parents closer to the day. 

Photo Provider: 

• Pricing between the two companies (Carpe Diem and the Earl of March provider) were 
similar. Vote taken. Result: stay with Carpe Diem. 

Teacher Appreciation (proposed date: June 16): 

• Because of scheduling (teachers can’t all be there at the same time) and the length of the 
day (evening staff) and when staff are available (need for it to be more inclusive), it has 
been requested that it become a day-long event of grazing for the staff. Baked goods, fruit, 
cheese trays etc. and keeping in mind some of the staff have dietary restrictions such as 
celiac disease. Kara will send a sign-up list. Items can be dropped off to the office the 
morning of June 16th. 

Provincial Grant (Scientists in School): 

• Annabel to submit the forms now to get the grant money for a parent/child evening early in 
the school year. Once approved, will have to plan. 



2 
 

Financials: 

• Because the school is being audited, the School Council is being audited, May 24th 
• Funds to spend: $10,000. 

Yard Improvements: 

• Two choices for the Jr Climber – it was agreed by council to leave the choice to the tender 
process and what is available to keep the project on time (Henderson: blue and red, or Little 
Tikes: yellow and blue.) Both are almost identical in layout and price. 

• Goal is to have the work done by the end of the summer, but if there is slippage, there will 
be fencing around the sites until completed. 

Principal’s and VP’s Report (Genevieve & Rebecca C.) 

• Hiring and planning for next year is underway. 
• School is shrinking (current year 530, projected for next year: 483). 
• Current outlook (will change over the summer and in Sept): 21 classes: 3 kinders, 10 primary 

and 8 juniors – lots of enrolments for all classes, not just the kinder and gr 1. 
• 27.96 FTES planned. 
• Thank you to the school council for all the activities and funds – they have had a 

tremendous impact – lots of variety, school trips, special events and presenters. 
• Kinders were very engaged when Scientists in Schools came to present on habitats. They 

have also had Luv 2 Groove, and next week they are having “engineers in school.” 
• Student survey is complete.  Results should be available shortly (next few weeks). 

Teacher’s Report (Rebecca M.): 

• Grade 6 talent show: June 5th auditions, June 20th show. 
• Grade 1s went on a field trip to the Canada Agriculture Museum, subsidized by PNL money 

from Parent Council 
• Primary students took tennis lessons at the March Tennis Club. Junior students will have 

sessions in June. 
• On May 2, Grade 1s had a visit from the Ottawa Humane Society and Maggie the Pug. They 

learned how to properly approach and pet a dog and what to do if they see a stray dog. 
• Grade 2s went to the Museum of History, subsidized by PNL money. 
• Junior basketball teams did well at the regional competitions. 

Other Business: 

• No money to the library this year – look at adding a book donation box to the office and 
communication to the parent community that books can be brought in. 

• Possibly 1 retirement this year – discussion around the gift/library book with dedication in 
the cover in the name of the staff member. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 8:22 pm 


