
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
Apr. 18, 2017 
 
Attendees: Annabel Lee, Tricia Gheorghe, Lesley Paquette, Teisha Gaylard, Lisa Merritt, Shar 
Rao, Jennifer Thomas, Julie Pitre, Kara Howson, Ed Bowling, Melissa Adams, Troy Tilbury, Ken 
Dubuc, Kristen Lafrance, Andra Smith, Genevieve Gauthier-King, Rebecca Carver, Rebecca 
Montemurro 
  
Regrets:  
 
Call to order: 7:04 pm 

 
Agenda and minutes approved  
 
  
 
Chairs’  report  

• The junior ski day was a success. Council ended up contributing $485.29.  
• The Chapters and Lone Star fundraising nights were well attended.  
• The end-of-year school BBQ will be on June 1. GrillMasters has been booked for 

food, along with Little Ray’s Reptiles and a musical group associated with 
Junkyard Symphony. We will also do Jars, Jars, Jars and a lemonade stand. 
There was a discussion about whether or not to get an ice cream truck. 

• The Grade 6 leaving ceremony will be June 27 at 12:15 p.m. Kara Howson 
volunteered to organize a team of Grade 5 parents to provide refreshments. 

• There doesn’t seem to be interest in doing a May movie night.  
 

 
Principal’s report   

• 2016/2017 enrollment: 537 students in 22 classes 
• Projected 2017/2018 enrollment: 483 students in 21 classes 
• Staff this year: 29.21 full-time equivalents (including admin and teaching) 
• Project staff this year: 26.96 FTE(including admin and teaching) 
• The “comfortable” capacity of the school is approx. 450 students.  
• We will probably need two portables next year. 
• The office will be relocated to the front of the school next year. The current office 

space will become the new learning support space. The current learning support 
space will become a junior classroom and a meeting space, with some storage 
space. 

• There had been some interest in doing a bike rodeo with primary students during 
instructional time, but all students would need to bring their bikes to school, 
which isn’t feasible.  

 
Vice-principal’s report   

• Students in Grades 4-6 will complete a school climate survey on May 2 during 
their health block.  

• EQAO will run May 24-26 and 3 days the following week. 
• Transition planning is underway for students moving from kindergarten to Grade 

1 (e.g., kinders will watch the Grade 1s release their butterflies), and for students 
moving from Grade 6 to Earl of March. 

 
Teachers’ report  

• Clubs are going strong. The newest one is a reading club for Grade 1s and 2s.  
• Junior basketball tournament is next week.  
• Junior Math Olympics team placed 2nd.  



• Vox Theatre will present a puppet show to second-year kindergarten students 
and Grade 1s. 

• All kinders had a presentation about Indigenous traditions 
• Grade 2s will go to the Museum of History next week. 
• Grade 6s will participate in the “law project” – lawyers will make two visits to 

classrooms and will run a mock trial.  
 
Financial report 

• Current balance (available to spend): $14,119.67. 
 
 
 
Junior Yard Improvements 

• SLPS has been awarded a $25,000 grant for yard improvement. We only applied 
for $10,000 but it’s the last year of the grant program and all applications were 
topped up. We need to decide what to do with the additional $15,000.  

• We have $14,000 in our general account and $24,000 already earmarked for 
junior yard improvements.  

• A proposal was presented to spend $40,000 (grant money + Council savings) to 
fix the drainage in the “mud pit” at the front of the school and to put the outdoor 
classroom there, and $21,000 to put a monkey-bar play structure in the junior 
yard. 

•  A suggestion was made to take some of the seating (boulders) from the plan for 
the mud-pit area and put them around the monkey bars planned for the junior 
yard.  

• Motion: spend $20,000 of Council funds + $15,000 from the Board grant at the 
front of the school and $15,000 of Council funds + $10,000 from the Board grant 
for the monkey-bar area for junior students (total: $60,000). Motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
 
Other 

• An idea was presented to set up a fundraising account for SLPS with 
Tupperware: 40% of sales would go to the school.  

 
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:45 p.m. 
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