
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
Feb. 21, 2017 
 
Attendees:  Annabel Lee, Lesley Paquette, Stephanie Nobbs, Sarah Gallaway, Katie Doucette, 
Teisha Gaylard, Kathryn Hancock, Ken Dubuc, Winnie Mui, Jennifer Thomas, Melissa Adams, 
Jane Lavineway, Mary Vincent, Troy Tilbury, Genevieve Gauthier-King, Rebecca Montemurro 
 
Regrets: 
 
 
Call to order: 7:02 pm 

 
Agenda and minutes approved  
 
 
 
Chairs’ report 

• Council voted unanimously to provide funding for the junior ski day. 
• The school movie night was a success: tickets sold out.  Suggestion for next 

time: invite families to bring their own mats/pillows to sit on. 
• Volunteers are needed for the June BBQ.  If we want to bring in a food vendor, 

the school board’s insurance policy now requires that the event be approved and 
sanctioned by the school principal (i.e., the principal rather than Council must be 
responsible for the event). 

• Thanks to Tricia for arranging the SLPS night at the Lone Star Restaurant on 
Tuesday, March 7.  The school will get 15% of sales from SLPS families that 
night. 

• A similar event is being organized in April at Chapters. 
 

 
Principal’s report 

• The school staff is looking for feedback on the school photo provider.  It was 
suggested that we consider using the same provider as Earl of March SS. 

• Priority Needs List (PNL) request for Term 2:  $7600.  This consists of: 
o $2000 for junior students (Scientists in School presentation), 
o $1500 for primary students (butterfly larvae, tie-dyed shirts, and a trip to 

the Experimental Farm for Grade 1 students, a museum trip for Grade 2 
students, and a talking-stick workshop at SLPS for Grade 3 students) 

o $1500 for kindergarten students (Scientists in School presentation) 
o $2000 for outdoor recess and gym equipment 
o $600 for tech replacement and repair 

• Council agreed to fund the PNL request. 
• The school expects to use $250 of the funding that Council agreed to provide for 

the junior ski day:  three families have requested financial assistance and the 
school needs to cover more of the funding for transportation than anticipated, 
because of the number of students who will not be participating in the trip. 

 
 
Teachers’ report  

• Eco-schools club has distributed posters to all classes to turn off lights. 
• The We Team had a very successful fundraising initiative. 
• Junior Math Olympics is starting this week. 
• Triple-ball is underway. 
• Primary students are enjoying their dance workshops thanks to the last round of 

PNL funding. 



• Grade 3s built famous structures. 
• 6A and 6B students are learning to cook. 

 
 
Junior Yard Improvements 

• Troy attended a workshop put on by Evergreen on how to look at your 
schoolyard holistically. 

• The yard improvement team is evaluating the different grants that are available to 
decide which ones to target for the outdoor classroom. 

• The team is looking for ways to reduce the amount of asphalt on the schoolyard 
before it gets repaved this summer. 

 
 
Other 

• There was a discussion about doing a September volunteer levy versus asking 
families to donate school supplies.  Genevieve said the school hasn’t done a levy 
in the past two years, as junior parents have traditionally contributed far less than 
parents of younger children.  We are moving toward a pay-per-use system (e.g., 
parents pay for buses for school trips). 

• A question was raised about bringing in a speaker to talk to parents about how to 
talk to their kids about the current problem with fentanyl in Kanata.  Melissa 
offered to look into this possibility.  Genevieve offered to connect with the 
school’s public health nurse and psychologist. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:15 p.m. 
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