
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
October 18, 2016 
 
Attendees:  Annabel Lee, Tricia Gheorghe, Teisha Gaylard, Lesley Paquette, Melissa Adams, 
Katie Doucette, Jennifer Thomas, Julie Pitre, Andra Smith, Sarah Gallaway, Mary Vincent, 
Jennifer Thomas, Lisa Merritt, Ken Dubuc, Troy Tilbury, Genevieve Gauthier-King, Rebecca 
Carver, Rebecca Montemurro 
 
Regrets: Kara Howson 
 
 
Call to order: 7:01 pm 

 
Agenda and minutes approved 
 
 
Chairs’ report 

 Trustee Christine Boothby has invited all parents to the quarterly zone meeting 
tomorrow night.  Among the topics for discussion:  the west-end International 
Baccalaureate program is proposed to go to Merivale H.S., and the board’s gifted 
program is under review. 

 Walk to School Day was a success. 

 Lunch program update: still looking for a volunteer to organize sub lunches (or an 
alternative with a new vendor, such as Pita Pit). 

 Kindergarten parents are interested in supporting pizza lunches for JK/SK 
students – to be discussed with our pizza coordinator. 

 Katie Doucette has volunteered to coordinate the Hallowe’en Dance.  Families 
will be able to buy tickets online before the event. 

 Some parent volunteer time slots still need to be filled for the fall book fair. 

 A playground improvement subcommittee was struck at this Council meeting:  
Katie Doucette and Melissa Adams volunteered for it. 

 Volunteers are also needed to organize a movie night and possibly a holiday gift 
shop. 

 We don’t yet have a volunteer to serve as the SLPS OCASC rep. 
 

 
Principal’s report 

 SLPS is scheduled for some major repaving of the schoolyard next summer. 

 The 2016 EQAO results have been released: 
 

 % of students achieving level 3 or above 

 Reading Writing Mathematics 

Grade 3     

   SLPS 90% 90% 83% 

   OCDSB (across our school board) 73% 74% 62% 

Grade 6    

   SLPS 98% 98% 75% 

   OCDSB (across our school board) 84% 82% 53% 

 

 On the first PA day (before Thanksgiving) the staff discussed the school learning 
plan on the basis of the EQAO results and their observations of the student body 
in the first month of the school year, and they decided to focus on numeracy.  
Teachers will support numeracy across the curriculum, helping students to 
develop the ability to problem-solve and use reasoning across subject areas. 



 The staff also want to incorporate student well-being into learning (e.g., creating 
a sense of school community, recognizing leadership, developing resilience). 

 The school budget ended the 2015/16 school year with a deficit of $23,000, 
mostly because of unexpectedly high expenses for human resources (e.g., 
supply teachers).  As a result, the 2016/2017 budget has to be $23,000 lower 
than would otherwise be expected, to address the previous year’s deficit.  Staff 
are discussing ways to reduce spending. 

 A proposal was made to spend $5000 allocated by Council from the funds it 
raised last year: 

o $1500 for supplies to support outdoor learning and outdoor play for 
JK/SK students (e.g., heavy-duty magnifying glasses, nature books, 
standalone basketball hoops, balls with special grips, storage bins) 

o $1500 for a 3-day dance unit for primary students with Luv2Groove 
o $2000 for a drumming workshop and workshops on printmaking and 

Inukshuk-making for junior students 

 Council approved this proposal. 
 
 
Vice-principal’s report 

 The school is required to do 6 fire drills per school year.  Three have been done 
so far. 

 There will be a lockdown drill on Oct. 27. 

 A new type of emergency drill the school is practising this year is bus 
evacuations. 

 
 
Teachers’ report 

 Mme. Monette is requesting 10 uncarved pumpkins for early November. 

 Most primary classes are working on autumn and Hallowe’en projects. 

 The junior cross-country running meet was held today. 

 Junior soccer tournaments have been completed. 

 Grade 5 and 6 students are doing Me to We projects through a club. 

 The school raised just under $985 for the Terry Fox Foundation. 
 
 
Financial report 

 Available to spend:  $4,947.45. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:24 p.m. 


