
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
November 15, 2016 
 
Attendees: Annabel Lee, Kara Howson, Stephanie Nobbs, Teisha Gaylard, Katie Doucette, 
Lesley Paquette, Mary Vincent, Melissa Adams, Jennifer Thomas, Julie Pitre, Andra Smith, Ed 
Bowling, Troy Tilbury, Ken Dubuc, Kristen Lafrance, Erin Adamson, Genevieve Gauthier-King, 
Rebecca Carver, Rebecca Montemurro 
  
 
Call to order: 7:02 pm 

 
Agenda and minutes approved  
 
  
 
Chairs’  report  

 Thank you to Katie Doucette and all volunteers who made the Hallowe’en Dance 
a success. The dance made a $1472 profit. Online ticket sales went well. 

 A school council training day will be held in Barrhaven on November 19. It is 
open to all parents. 

 Book fair starts on Nov. 16. 

 FundScrip is a company that offers a fundraising opportunity: school families 
could buy gift certificates through the company, and the school would get a 
portion of the profits. 

 Another possible fundraiser is a shopping night at Chapters. The school would 
get a portion of the profits on that night from our guests. 

 A movie night is tentatively scheduled for the Thursday before the Family Day 
weekend. 

 We are still looking for someone to investigate options for a Tuesday lunch 
program. 

 
 

Principal’s report   

 There have been changes to the liability insurance for school council events.  

 There are two categories of events: 
o (1) approved and sanctioned by the principal (i.e., events supervised by 

the principal and/or school staff) 
o (2) approved but not sanctioned by the principal (i.e., events supervised 

by people other than the principal and/or school staff) 

 Events that involve third parties (e.g., the food truck at our annual school BBQ) 
must be in the second category. 

 An accommodation review will take place for west end schools. It will not directly 
affect SLPS but may have an impact on some high school programming. See the 
school board website for more information. 

 School staff were invited to give their feedback on options for possible 
playground improvements. They were interested in tables, stumps, seating, and 
possibly a low-ropes course. They would also like to have a confined space year 
round – in the late fall and winter they use the space enclosed by the skating rink 
boards. 

 
 
Vice-principal’s report  

 The new kindergarten wing is a vibrant, happy place. Some classes are doing 
class books with pictures of some of the learning that is taking place at school. 
These books will go home with each student for a few days.  



 
Teachers’ report  

 All students participated in the Remembrance Day assemblies at the school. 

 Dental screening will be done for Grade 2 students this week. 

 Thursday is picture retake day. 

 Borden ball tryouts have started for Grade 5s and 6s. Grade 4 tryouts will start 
next week. 

 The Eco-school and drama clubs are ongoing. 

 Last week 18 SLPS students went to the Me-to-We event. 
 

 
 
Financial report  

 Available to spend: $13,822.97 
 
 
Sub-committee for Junior Yard Improvements 
 

 We have $24,000 set aside for yard improvements. 

 We’ll look to apply for a grant from the school board (deadline: end of 
November). 

 Site preparation will constitute half of the costs of the improvement plan. 

 The only space that will work is the side yard. 

 There is general consensus that we should install something that won’t need to 
close in the winter months. Anything with elevation needs to close (boulders used 
for seating can stay open, though). 

 We will also need to budget for upkeep and maintenance (e.g., we would need to 
budget $1000 per year to eventually replace a mulch base). 

 Troy Tilbury offered to chair the subcommittee. Melissa Adams and Katie 
Doucette offered to help, 

 Classes will be polled next week to see which options they prefer. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


