
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
Feb. 18, 2014 
 
Attendees: Lisa Merritt, Mary Vincent, Catherine Roberts, Stephanie Pereira, Stephanie Fewster, 
Jennifer Thomas, Julie McCarthy, Carrie Marr, Helen Nemes, Loredana Nitu, Donna Garnons-
Williams, Jiang Wang, Julie Pitre, Lisa Boughton, Ingrid Johanson, Kara Howson, Holly White, 
Jane Lavineway, Heather Berry, Wendy Barron, Leanne Ginsberg, Rebecca Montumurro, 
Elizabeth Zuiani, Pauline McKenna, Rebecca Carver. 
 
Regrets: Mahtab Seddigh, Susan Bylsma, Fiona Wirtanen 
 
Call to order: 7:03 pm 

 
Minutes and agenda approved  
 
Co-Chairs’ Report – Lisa Merritt and Mary Vincent 

 The work of the boundary review committee for Kanata North elementary schools 
is on hold for now, as it is not yet clear whether the school board will be able to 
build a school on Innovation Drive as planned.  

 Lisa reminded Council of the upcoming presentations on creative/critical thinking 
and talking to your children about sex (see school website for details). 

 Mary asked for input on the idea of distributing fridge magnets with SLPS contact 
info, using the parent involvement grant. Wendy Barron did the graphic design for 
a set of magnets 3 years ago and is willing to update the design. Council was in 
favour of this idea; Mary and Wendy will bring the redesign to the next meeting.  

 The Grade 8 band is willing to take on the movie night. The band is not interested 
in doing the year-end family BBQ, but Carrie Marr offered to lead it again this 
year. She suggested that more of the feel of the old fun fair be put into the BBQ 
this year, for instance by offering games such as the bean bag toss. 

 
 
Financial Report – Ingrid Johansen 

 Ingrid guided Council through the latest budget numbers. She highlighted the fact 
that Council needs to decide how to spend the $632 PRO grant, which is 
intended to be used for presentations.  

 
 

Principal’s and Vice-Principal’s Report – Pauline McKenna and Rebecca Carver 

 Full-day kindergarten will be launched at Roland Michener PS for September 
2014. Pauline said that registrations for children entering Grade 1 this fall are on 
hold until the new boundaries have been set, as a Grade 1 early immersion 
program might start at RMPS this fall for children who will attend RMPS when the 
new boundaries come into force in September 2015. 

 Rebecca said that student fees are being spent as follows: the Love to Groove 
program ($565) for primary students; a dance workshop, Scientists in School 
workshops and a creative writing workshop for junior students; and field trips for 
intermediate students. 

 Pauline and Rebecca highlighted some of the findings of the board-wide 2011 
survey of students in JK to Grade 8 and the “Tell Them from Me” survey of 
students in Grades 4-8 conducted at SLPS last year. They said they’ve been 
particularly interested in students’ sense of belonging in the school and their 
sense of safety at school. They are hoping to get an electronic copy that parents 
can access. 

 
 



Teachers’ Report – Elizabeth Zuiani and Rebecca Montemurro 

 Grade 2 students are writing fairy tales and Grade 3 students are writing 
mysteries.  

 Junior students are going skiing, and Grade 7-8 students went skating on the 
canal last week. 

 Students have been fundraising for Hearts for the Homeless. 
 

 
OCASC – Donna Garnons-Williams 

 Parents concerned about safe drop-offs in school parking lots can visit the 
saferoutestoschool.ca website; this is a province-wide issue. 

 Pauline mentioned that the school did a blitz recently to talk face to face with 
parents dropping off their children. She said that most parents were appreciative, 
and school staff have seen some improvements. 

 Council asked Donna to bring up the issue of separate bell times for Grade 7-8 
and Grade 9-12 students at Earl of March at the next OCASC meeting.  

 
 
Priority Needs List (PNL) Allocation – Pauline McKenna 

 Pauline took Council through the most recent version of the PNL. 

 Council approved a second allocation ($6,046) to purchase items on the PNL and 
agreed to set aside $5000 for a new playground structure. 

 
 
Holiday Gift Shop – Lisa Merritt, Mary Vincent and Holly White 

 We need to decide by April whether to run a gift shop in Dec. 2014 with our 
current supplier.  

 Council discussed the pros and cons of the current system: the prices are 
reasonable, the participation rate is high, and there’s lots of variety in the gifts, 
but some parents don’t want their kids to participate because the items are of 
poor quality. 

 Holly presented some research she did on the possibility of using Ten Thousand 
Villages as the supplier instead. This supplier sells fair-trade items and thus the 
prices may be higher, but they said they could get us some items for $5 if we 
give them enough notice. 

 After some discussion, Council made a tentative decision to hold a Ten 
Thousand Villages fair one evening in the fall (possibly in conjunction with a book 
fair) and then still do the holiday gift shop as usual. 

 
 
Chalk Lines – Mary Vincent 

 Council agreed with Mary’s suggestion to paint new chalk lines in the school 
yard, so Mary will do some research before the next meeting. 
 

 
New Business 

 Jiang Wang suggested that we ask SLPS to bring used books into the 
school, and she and other volunteers will take them to W.E. Gowling (our 
sister school). The librarian at W.E. Gowling is willing to sort the donations. 
Council supported this idea enthusiastically. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:53 pm 
 
Next meeting March 18, 2014 


