
Stephen Leacock Parent Council Meeting 

May 20, 2014 

Attendees: Mary Vincent, Lisa Merritt, Stephanie Pereira, Kara Howsen, Wendy Barron, Rebecca 

Montemurro, Andra Smith, Elizabeth Zuiani, Carrie Marr, Donna Garnons-Williams, Heather Berry, 

Pauline McKenna, Julie McCarthy, Jiang Wang, Rebecca Carver, Anita Brown, Helene Nemes, Leanne 

Ginsberg, Susan Bylsma 

Regrets: Ingrid Johanson 

Call to Order: 7:07 p.m. 

Minutes and Agenda approved 

Co-chair report: 

 Details on Yoga and Stress Management Workshop at Roland Michener shared 

 Teacher luncheon report: Another success, thank you to Mary Vincent for organizing and to all 

parents who donated food and time. Staff expressed their gratitude. 

 End of year BBQ planned: Email gone out for volunteers but still looking for a few more; 

activities will include Ray’s Reptiles, Junkyard Symphony and photo booth. Rebecca to help get 

word out for Gr. 7 and 8 volunteers 

 Earl of March transition team: Update from Mary; construction contract gone to tender; 

upcoming meeting on busing and start times; concern by some of Gr 7s and 8s on same bus as 

high school students. OSTA reports that of the 632 students at EOM that will be eligible for 

busing in 2015 , 400 of those in Gr 7 and 8 and 232 in Gr 9-12. Meeting at EOM on June 4 for the 

public to share their views.  

 Painting lines in schoolyard: pavement has been pressure washed, now need 4-5 families to 

volunteer and 1 person to coordinate. Those interested can email the chairs.  

 Outdoor improvement presentation by Mary Vincent (see PowerPoint upload) 

Principal’s report 

 Volunteer breakfast is on Thursday morning at 7:30 a.m. Daycare is available. 

 EQAO Gr 3 -6 May 26-June 5 

 School organization for 2014-2015: Projected enrolment of 790 students (currently at 750). This 

increases us by at least one class. We are anticipating 43 staff. At the moment, anticipating two 

combined classes: one Gr 1 / 2 and one Grade 2 / 3. 

 Staff updates: Leaving for new teaching assignments are Mme Butler, Mr. Peacock, Mme 

Beaumount, Mme Landry, Mme Marcil, Mme Havard, and Mme Maki. At this time, we are 

welcoming to our teaching team Mme Robert, Mme Treitz-Todd and Mme Fournier. 

 Library:  Thank you for ideas from parents at last meeting; students and staff have also provided 

their ideas for revitalizing and making the most out of this space.  



 Working to bring more technology into classrooms, and more Chrome books for junior and 

intermediate classes. 

 Updated provided on Priority Needs List and what has been purchased.  

Vice Principal’s report: 

 Fire drills: three required for spring. Recent drill done deliberately at recess in order to prepare 

students. Students got out quickly and quietly.  

 Lockdown practice: in coming weeks 

 School supplies: They are strictly voluntary but there is a list  from the Board which will be 

posted on the school’s blog. 

 Thank you for participating in Grade 1 gallery walk – almost all paintings were sold. 

 Tell Them From Me survey: Gr 4-6 95% completion; Gr 7-8 96 % completion. Very low 

completion from parents, less than 10. 

Teachers’ Report 

 Thanks to parents for staff appreciation lunch 

 Gr. 2s had a presentation by Ray’s Reptiles in French 

 Gr. 2-3 – Reading and writing book reviews 

 Gr 7 and 8s wrote Gauss Math test 

 Gr 6s and 7s participated in the Tour For humanity bus – an interactive classroom discussing 

hate and intolerance 

 Walk for Water raised $300 for WaterCan 

 Clubs ongoing, including presentation of High School Musical  

 Outdoor Play – Gr 7s and 8s now organizing games with primaries during first rcess 

 Grade 8s will be having their own yearbook – completely separate from the regular yearbook 

 Information about leaving ceremony for Gr 8s going home soon 

OCASC update 

 Issue raised of no background checks for construction workers on school sites – can email if you 

want to provide support.  

New Business 

 Discussion of online ordering system for pizza and subs: customers will not be charged for 

ordering online. There would be a fee to school council, but we will likely save the costs we are 

currently incurring by depositing a large number of cheques. Idea is to send home a note about 

ordering online 

 Loblaws cards – little interest has been shown this year, so this will be the final year. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.  


