
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting
Mar. 18, 2014

Attendees: Lisa Merritt, Mary Vincent, Fiona Wirtanen, Catherine Roberts, 
Stephanie Pereira, Stephanie Fewster, Jennifer Thomas, Andra Smith, Julie 
McCarthy, Carrie Marr, Helen Nemes, Donna Garnons-Williams, Jiang Wang, 
Ingrid Johanson, Kara Howson, Susan Bylsma, Heather Berry, Leanne Ginsberg, 
Rebecca Montemurro, Elizabeth Zuiani, Pauline McKenna, Rebecca Carver.

Regrets: Mahtab Seddigh, Wendy Barron, Jane Lavineway, Loredana Nitu

Call to order: 7:04 pm

Minutes and agenda approved 

Co-Chairs’ Report – Lisa Merritt and Mary Vincent
• Lisa thanked Council for the quick response on making a 
donation to Roger’s House to mark the death of the daughter of a 
grade 1 teacher. 
• Mary indicated that the boundary review committee is on 
hold until a site is finalized for the new elementary school in Kanata 
North. The construction team will need to break ground by 
September 2014 in order for the school to open in September 2015. 
• The Earl of March transition team will start meeting again 
shortly. 
• The Ottawa Student Transportation Authority is still doing its 
bell time review. The current desire is to have a 30- or 40-minute 
difference in start times for the grade 7/8 and 9-12 students, but the 
two groups would have lunch at the same time. A 10- to 15-minute 
difference in start times would allow more flexibility in lunch hours.

• Boxes for donations of lightly used books for the school library at 
W.E. Gowling Public School will be put out in SLPS this week. W.E. 
Gowling will be starting an early French immersion program and 
has a particular need for French books.

• The staff appreciation lunch will be on May 7.
• There was a discussion about possible dates for the school BBQ. 

Pauline McKenna suggested Thursday, June 5, because the next 
day is a PD day.

Financial Report – Ingrid Johansen
• Ingrid guided Council through the latest budget numbers. The 
playground fund is at $10,000. Council has $4,570 available to 
spend.  



Principal’s and Vice-Principal’s Report – Pauline McKenna and Rebecca 
Carver

• Pauline described a project by the Grade 8s to create an interactive 
museum in the gym as the culmination of a unit this year on 
residential schools. It was an example of trying to bridge English 
and French learning for the students. She was very impressed with 
the displays the students built.

• Rebecca said that Garfield Gini-Newman (a critical thinking guru) 
gave a presentation to all intermediate and junior teachers at SLPS, 
and then at the most recent PD day these teachers shared what 
they had learned with the primary teachers. Gini-Newman 
suggests, for instance, that students be taught to evaluate whether 
an argument is strong or weak, not whether it is right or wrong.

• Pauline drew Council’s attention to the fact that the school has 
spent $204.40 more than was allocated by Council for the Priority 
Needs List in the first allocation; she asked Council to allow this to 
be played out in the next allocation (Council agreed).

• Pauline reported that the school raised $10,050 through the 
$20/child voluntary donation program in the fall. The money has 
been divided among the primary, junior, and intermediate divisions 
according to the number of students in each division. The funds are 
being spent on in-school presentations and workshops, special 
outdoor activities (such as snowshoeing for the Grade 1s), and field 
trips.

• The school was also awarded a ministry grant for outdoor 
education, which was used to offset the cost of the ski trips for the 
junior classes.

• The movie night before March Break was a huge success; the 
Grade 8s ran it as a fundraiser and they made a profit of $1300.

• The school custodian, Steve, painted extensively over March 
Break.

• The parent volunteer breakfast is on Thursday, May 22, at 7:20 
a.m.

Teachers’ Report – Elizabeth Zuiani and Rebecca Montemurro
• The Grade 5s are learning about early civilizations. 
• The intermediate Math Olympics is coming up.
• Water Day is this coming Friday; three teachers are working 
on programming.

Kanata Inter-School Council Report – Mary Vincent and Heather Berry
• The North and South Kanata groups meet separately and 
then sometimes together. 



• With the Earl of March transition team set to start meeting 
again to discuss issues not related to the facility itself, Heather 
suggested that SLPS parents be given an opportunity to raise their 
concerns about non-facility issues so that the transition committee 
can consider them. After some discussion about the most efficient 
way to do this, Heather volunteered to review her notes on parent 
concerns that had been tabled earlier in the transition process and 
bring them to the next Council meeting. 

OCASC – Donna Garnons-Williams
• Council discussed a proposal by Mark Fisher that the school board 

provide some funding for new play structures, so that schools in 
disadvantaged and prosperous neighbourhoods will have an even 
playing field. 

• Council asked Donna to ask for tips/tricks from other schools that 
have recently put in new play structures. 

Meeting adjourned 8:21 pm

Next meeting April 15, 2014
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