
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
June 17, 2014 
 
Attendees: Lisa Merritt, Mary Vincent, Kara Howson, Jennifer Thomas, Stephanie Pereira, Andra 
Smith, Susan Bylsma, Ingrid Johanson, Heather Berry, Rebecca Montemurro, Pauline McKenna, 
Rebecca Carver.  
 
Regrets: Helen Nemes, Julie Pitre, Carrie Marr, Donna Williams, Jiang Wang 
 
Call to order: 7:03 pm 

 
Minutes and agenda approved  
 
Co-Chairs’ Report – Lisa Merritt and Mary Vincent 

 Lisa presented flowers to Pauline McKenna to thank her for her work at SLPS. 

 The school BBQ cost about $500. The photo booth and Jars, Jars, Jars were 
both big hits. 

 Mary said that 40-45 parents attended the recent meeting about the Earl of 
March transition. Nothing has been decided yet about bell times. An open house 
may be held in the fall to discuss the EOM transition and the boundary review. 

 
 
Principal’s and Vice-Principal’s Report – Pauline McKenna and Rebecca Carver 

 The extended day program went very well this year. Pauline encouraged parents 
to register soon for next year’s program so that it can be staffed appropriately.  

 Most items on the PNL list have been cleared. 

 Playground funding from the Board has been increased from $50,000 to 
$300,000 next year. Individual schools can receive up to $25,000 ($35,000 in 
certain circumstances). 

 Students have been generally pretty accepting when they’ve been asked to 
comply with the school’s dress code. The straps of students’ tops must be at 
least 3 fingers wide, and their shorts must reach at least to the student’s 
fingertips when the student is standing up with their arms straight down. 

 The mindfulness research project has gone well this year. 
 
 
Teachers’ Report – Rebecca Montemurro 

 The Grade 1 garden is growing well. 

 The Grade 5s did an expo on ancient civilizations. 

 The Grade 6s went to the beaver pond to study biodiversity. 

 SLPS did very well at the junior and intermediate track and field meets. 

 The band trip was successful. 
 
 
Financial Report – Ingrid Johansen 

 Council made just over $18,000 this year on pizza lunches ($500 per lunch) and 
approx. $4000 on sub lunches ($120 per lunch). The profits from Lunch Lady 
were approx. $2600. 

 In total we raised $28,000 and spent $26,000. 

 We have $32,000 currently in the bank.  

 At the end of the year, we will have approx. $15,000 available to spend. Ingrid 
recommends carrying over at least $4000, as in previous years.  

  



Guitar Program – Pauline McKenna 

 M. Coté has proposed starting a guitar program for the Grade 6s. WEJ currently 
has such a guitar program, so starting at program at SLPS would ensure that 
students entering grade 7 at Earl of March have a similar background in music. 

 The school will allocate $3000 to cover start-up costs, including 10 guitars that 
students could sign out to practise at home. Council was asked to consider 
donating $500-$1000 to pay for incidentals such as sheet music, strings, and 
cases. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
e-Votes after the Meeting 
 
A quorum was not present at the June 17 meeting, so two e-votes were held subsequently 
among all members of Council. The decisions were as follows: 
 

1. Disburse the unallocated funds from the 2013-2014 school year (approx.$15,000) as 
follows: $4000 to be carried over in the account for the next school year, $1000 to be 
allocated to the new guitar program, and the remaining approx. $10,000 to be allocated 
to the outdoor improvement (playground) fund. 

2. The OCDSB requires that school councils formally determine how they would like to 
manage their monies. The SLPS Council voted to continue independently administer its 
funds and banking, rather than having the school office administer the finances. 

 
 
 


