
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
Apr. 15, 2014 
 
Attendees: Lisa Merritt, Mary Vincent, Kara Howson, Julie Pitre, Jennifer Thomas, Catherine 
Roberts, Carrie Marr, Stephanie Pereira, Fiona Wirtanen, Andra Smith, Wendy Barron, Anita 
Brown, Holly White, Wendy Fung Graham, Jane Lavineway, Donna Garnons-Williams, Ingrid 
Johanson, Rebecca Montemurro, Elizabeth Zuiani, Pauline McKenna, Rebecca Carver.  
 
Guests: Marianne Wilkinson, City of Ottawa councillor; Christine Boothby, OCDSB trustee; Olga 
Grigoriev, OCDSB superintendent 
 
Regrets: Helen Nemes, Jiang Wang, Heather Berry 
 
Call to order: 7:02 pm 

 
Minutes and agenda approved  
 
Co-Chairs’ Report – Lisa Merritt and Mary Vincent 

 SLPS families donated 758 books to W.E. Gowling: the librarian at that school is 
very pleased.  

 The school board allows leftover funds from PRO grants to be used for student 
learning and literacy. Mary recommended that we use our leftover grant from last 
year ($600) to purchase books for classroom reading. Council approved the 
motion.  

 The Earl of March transition team will begin meeting again in late April. 

 Wendy Barron has updated the fridge magnet design. A sample was passed 
around. 

 
 
City Councillor’s Report – Marianne Wilkinson 

 Given the objections of Nordion to the school board’s plan to build a school on 
Innovation Drive, the school board and city have been exploring other options. A 
consultant was hired to determine whether a parcel of land in the KNL lands 
designated for a school site (Terry Fox Drive at Second Line Road) could be 
prepared in time to meet the province’s deadline of a September 2015 opening 
date for a new school. Marianne has been working to get the support of the KNL 
developers to accelerate the project.  

 The school board is working on a contract with the developers, but in the 
meantime it agreed to go ahead with tree cutting on the site; this had to be 
completed by April 15 or else it would have had to be delayed until August.  

 Marianne expects to have a site plan in approx. 2 months. The site is currently 
unserviced, but she feels the school could be ready by September 2015. 

 The expanded public library at the Mlacak Centre is due to open in August 2014. 
The library depot at the Beaverbrook Centre is the 10

th
 busiest branch in Ottawa; 

the library is now considering opening more depots. 

 The city is considering placing up to 11 speed “humps” on Knudson Drive as a 
traffic-calming measure. 

 
Trustee’s Report – Christine Boothby 

 The school board hopes to have the Kanata North boundary review committee 
begin meeting again in September; the goal is to complete its work in December, 
to give families nine months to prepare for any changes in where their children 
attend school. 

 Christine encouraged families to attend meetings about the school bell time 
review and to complete the survey at ottawaschoolbus.ca about bell times, walk 



zones, and hazards. She pointed out it would be very difficult to make any 
changes after this process is completed. 

 
 

 
Financial Report – Ingrid Johansen 

 Ingrid took Council through the latest budget numbers.   
 
 
Principal’s and Vice-Principal’s Report – Pauline McKenna and Rebecca Carver 

 Enrollment is at 750 this year and projected to be 790 next year. An additional 
junior class will be added.  

 Pauline took Council through the latest PNL list. 

 With space at a premium in the school, Pauline feels that there is untapped 
potential in the library space. She took a few minutes at the meeting to get 
Council attendees to brainstorm about “How might we best us the space to 
support student learning?” 

 Rebecca reported that parents who drive their kids to school have responded 
well to the educational campaign, and the driving issues in the school parking lot 
are improving. 

 The parent volunteer breakfast is on Thursday, May 22, at 7:20 a.m. 
 
 
Teachers’ Report – Elizabeth Zuiani and Rebecca Montemurro 

 Elizabeth reported on a variety of club, sports, and classroom activities.  

 Western Day is on Friday, April 25. 
 
 
OCASC – Donna Garnons-Williams 

 The school board has been diverting funds away from play structures. On the 
basis of the experience of other schools, Donna said we need to make noise 
about our needs for our play structures and we need to raise lots of money. 

 
 
End-of-year BBQ – Carrie Marr 

 The BBQ will be held on June 5, probably from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Grill Masters will supply the food. 

 Carrie has tentatively lined up Ray’s Reptiles to entertain the younger kids. She 
is also considering hiring the Junkyard Symphony and renting a photo booth.  

 Council approved a budget of $800 for the BBQ. Any profits from the BBQ will be 
returned to Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:02 p.m. 
 
 
Next meeting May 20, 2014 


