
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
Jan. 21, 2014 
 
Attendees:  Lisa Merritt, Mary Vincent, Catherine Roberts, Susan Bylsma, Stephanie Pereira, 
Fiona Wirtanen, Stephanie Fewster, Catherine Roberts, Jennifer Thomas, Anita Brown, Julie 
McCarthy, Carrie Marr, Helen Nemes, Loredana Nitu, Christine Handfield, Heather Berry, Wendy 
Fung Graham, Donna Garnons-Williams, Mahtab Seddigh, SuQin Xu, Jiang Wang, Rebecca 
Montumurro, Elizabeth Zuiani, Pauline McKenna, Rebecca Carver. 
 
Call to order: 7:04 pm 

 
Minutes and agenda approved  
 
Co-Chairs’ Report – Lisa Merritt and Mary Vincent 
 

 The school board has approved the budget for the Earl of March extension.  

 Lisa reported on the first meeting of the boundary review committee for Kanata 
North elementary schools. The process is being driven by board staff, but input 
will be sought from the public at a meeting in February.   

 Mary indicated that the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority is reviewing bell 
times, but no changes are proposed for SLPS. She recommended that the SLPS 
Parent Council send a letter to the OSTA indicating that we support our 8 a.m. 
start time. 

 It has been proposed that the Earl of March start time be moved from 8:30 a.m. 
to 8:40 a.m. for all students in grades 7-12.  
 
 

Principal’s Report – Pauline McKenna 
 

 The Grade 1 classes have been undertaking a pilot collaborative learning project 
in partnership with older classes. Pauline showed Council attendees some 
displays of the students’ work. 

 The SLPS librarian has drawn up a list of book donations she’d welcome from 
Parent Council families, but she doesn’t have sufficient resources to process 
boxes and boxes of books from the school population at large. 

 Pauline said that she gives money to the library as needs arise: she doesn’t have 
a separate line item in her budget for the library. There was a discussion about 
buying new books for the library that would appeal to grade 7/8 students, but staff 
would prefer to direct library resources to the younger grades as the 7/8 students 
will soon be moving to Earl of March.  

 Given the expanding school population, a staff team is considering how best to 
use the library space. For instance, a class could be checking out books while 
another class is using the meeting space at the front of the library. 

 Pauline also explained a handout describing the Ontario math curriculum and 
distributed a Ministry of Education news release on the steps being taken to help 
students improve their math skills. 

 
Vice Principal’s Report – Rebecca Carver 
 

 Report cards will go out on Feb. 5. 

 Rebecca asked for input on how to improve safety in the school parking lot. The 
current situation is unsafe: some parents are parking in the drop-off zone, 
causing traffic back-ups, and other parents are dropping off their children 
elsewhere in the parking lot. Some suggestions: have a one-week blitz to talk to 
all parents driving their children into the parking lot; hand out a flyer to parents 



who drop off their children late; post a notice at the entrance to the parking lot 
about drop-off safety. 

 
Teachers’ Report – Elizabeth Zuiani and Rebecca Montemurro 

 The cross-stitch club is up and running, and craft clubs around the school are 
very popular.  

 The intermediate ski trip was a big success. Junior students will go skiing in 
February. 

 Rehearsals have started for the school musical. 
 

 
Financial Report   

 Ingrid Johansen was unable to attend the meeting but provided a handout on 
Council’s financial status. 

 
 
OCASC – Donna Garnons-Williams 

 

 Minutes of the last OCASC meeting are available on the OCASC website. 

 OCASC discussed moving March Break earlier in order to break up the long, 
dark period after Christmas. SLPS Council members prefer the status quo. 

 Council asked Donna to raise two issues at the next meeting: (1) ensuring safety 
in the school parking lot and (2) maximizing the use of library space.  

 
Holiday Gift Shop – Mary Vincent and Lisa Merritt 

 The gift shop went well and raised $200 (although fundraising isn’t the aim). 

 Some parents say that the gifts go straight into the garbage, and it has been 
suggested that we do a Ten Thousand Villages gift shop instead. Council 
discussed some of the pros and cons. 

 
Spring BBQ and Movie Night – Mary Vincent and Lisa Merritt 

 Council discussed the possibility of the Grade 8 band taking over the spring BBQ 
as a fundraiser. It was pointed out that Council initiated the BBQ only because 
the Grade 8s stopped doing the spring fun fair. If the band starts doing the fun 
fair again, they could invite incoming families to participate, and a BBQ wouldn’t 
be necessary. 

 Mary has been given detailed instructions on how to host a movie night by a 
friend at WEJ. It was suggested that this could also be a fundraiser for the Grade 
8s.  

 
 
New Business 

 Earl of March is holding an information session on how to talk to kids about 
sex on February 27 at 7 p.m. The speaker will be Jocelyn Wentland, a 
human sexuality researcher. 

 There was a discussion about indoor recess: staff were asked to consider 
rotating classes between rooms, so that more classes could have access to 
the gym during indoor recess. 
 

 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:10 pm 
 
 
Next meeting Feb.18, 2014 


