
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
November 19, 2013 
 
Attendees:  Lisa Merritt, Mary Vincent, Stephanie Fewster, Leanne Ginsberg, Kara Howson, 
Stephanie Pereira, Catherine Roberts, Jennifer Thomas, Helen Nemes, Andra Smith, Fiona 
Wirtanen, Ingrid Johanson, Julie McCarthy, Susan Bylsma, Jiang Wang, Julie Pitre, Rebecca 
Montumurro, Elizabeth Zuiani and Donna Garnons-Williams. 
 
Call to order: 7:00 pm 

 
Minutes and agenda approved  
 
Co-Chairs’ Report – Lisa Merritt and Mary Vincent 
 

 Lisa thanked everyone who helped with the Hallowe’en Dance, with special 
thanks to Pauline McKenna for staying for the whole dance so that Council didn’t 
have to pay for insurance.  

 Council agreed to contribute $200 to the Grade 8s’ fundraising campaign to 
thank them for helping with the dance. 

 Donna Garnons-Williams commented that we’ll need more volunteers next year 
to manage the flow of kids through the lines for refreshments on Remembrance 
Day. Elizabeth Zuiani mentioned that in past years (when it wasn’t so cold), the 
kids have been sent into the gym class by class.  

 Donna will send her notes on how to make the Remembrance Day event go 
more smoothly to Mary.  

 Mary reported to Council on the latest meeting of the Earl of March transition 
team. She noted that the school board is confident the necessary funding to 
move the EOM office to the ground floor will come through. 

 Construction of the EOM addition is due to begin in June 2014, if the plans are 
approved. 

 The rezoning required to build the new elementary school on Innovation Drive is 
in question, as at least one of the neighbouring businesses is opposed. The 
rezoning application has been deferred to December 2013. Currently, there is no 
plan B if the school isn’t built on that site. 

 A working group is being set up to review boundaries for Kanata North schools. It 
will make its recommendations to a school board committee on April 2, and the 
board will make its decision about the new boundaries on April 22. Lisa Merritt 
will be the parent rep for SLPS. 

 Sandy Milligan will head up the holiday gift shop during the week of Dec. 9. 
 

 
 

Teachers’ Report –Elizabeth Zuiani and Rebecca Montemurro 

 Rebecca listed upcoming field trips, sports events, clubs, and other activities. 

 Elizabeth said that there has been a phenomenal response to the cross-stitching 
club. 

 
 
Financial Report – Ingrid Johanson 

 see attached 
 
 

 
 
 



OCASC – Donna Garnons-Williams 
 

 Donna invited Council members to send her suggestions for topics to raise at 
future OCASC meetings. 

 One topic of concern to SLPS parents is the current math curriculum. 
 
Kanata Inter-School Report – Mary Vincent and Lisa Merritt 
 

 The Earl of March addition and the redrawing of school boundaries were 
discussed at the last Kanata inter-school meeting. 

 Concern was raised that Roland Michener’s English program might not be viable 
if some of its current English students are sent to other schools when they 
become dual-track schools. The school board might be willing to revisit its dual-
tracking decisions.  

 The inter-school group also discussed expanded busing for secondary students. 

 Mary recommended that SLPS parents call 311 if walking paths to school aren’t 
being cleared. 

 
 
Priority Needs List Allocation 
 

 There was a question about whether Council can allocate some of its funds to 
buy textbooks for the grade 7 and 8 classes – it was pointed out that Council is 
not allowed to buy textbooks. 

 This led to a larger discussion about how book purchases are funded for the 
school library (benefiting all students in the school) and for individual classrooms 
(benefiting a subset of students). Council is regularly asked, via the Priority 
Needs List, to buy books for primary, junior, or intermediate classes. Mary will 
ask Pauline to discuss at a future Council meeting how much of the school 
budget goes to the library and whether the library tech (Cheryl) discusses with 
the teachers what books she’ll buy. Council could discuss raising its allocation to 
the library at the January meeting. 

 Jiang Wang offered to ask Cheryl whether she’d like parents to donate used 
books to the school library. 

 For discussion at a spring Council meeting: Should SLPS host a French book fair 
next year? 

 A number of items in the Priority Needs List were questioned by Council 
attendees: Mary will get more information on these items from Pauline McKenna. 

 
 
New Business 

o Mary will update the principal and vice-principal profiles for SLPS and 
recirculate them to Council members. 

o There was a considerable discussion re: parental concerns about the 
current math curriculum. Mary/Lisa will ask Pauline McKenna to speak 
about this at the January Council meeting. 

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:55 pm 
 
 
Next meeting January 21, 2014 


