
Stephen Leacock School Council Meeting 
October 15, 2013 
 
Attendees: Mary Vincent, Lisa Merritt, Leanne Ginsberg, Carrie Marr, Jennifer Thomas, Helen 
Nemes, SuQin Xu, Kara Howson, Stephanie Fewster, Linda Li, Ingrid Johanson, Andra Smith, 
Susan Bylsma, Chong Wang, Elizabeth Zuiani, Rebecca Montumurro, Catherine Roberts, Wayne 
Garnons-Williams, Donna Garnons-Williams, Wendy Fung Graham, Jiang Wang, Loredana Nitu, 
Jane Lavineway, Wendy Barron, Julie McCarthy, Anita Brown 
 
Regrets: Stephanie Pereira 
 
Call to order: 7:03 pm 

 
Minutes and agenda approved  
 
Co-Chairs’ Report – Lisa Merritt and Mary Vincent 
 

 Mary said that the Earl of March 7/8 transition team is pleased with the blueprints 
for the Earl of March addition: the architect and planners really listened to 
parents’ concerns. 

 Some additional funding will need to be sought to move the school office from the 
second floor to the main floor; construction could start in May or June 2014.  

 There was a discussion about whether the Stephen Leacock school council 
might join forces with the W. Erskine Johnston school council to do some 
fundraising to equip the new 7/8 addition. To be discussed further at a later date. 

 A public meeting to discuss the blueprints will be held on Oct. 30 at 7 p.m. 

 Lisa thanked Jiang Wang for organizing the Walk to School Day. Jiang asked 
that next year the parent volunteer form be sent home with students earlier in the 
fall, as she had to scramble this year to round up enough parent volunteers.  

 Logistics for the Hallowe’en Dance and Remembrance Day were briefly 
discussed. 

 
 
 

 
Principal’s report – Pauline McKenna 

 see attached 

 on the first PD day (Oct. 11), SLPS teachers met to discuss the school learning 
plan  

 School safety: the front door will be locked from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Visitors 
will need to be buzzed in by the office staff. 

 Allergy concerns: Pauline asked for input from the school council on how to 
handle birthday treats brought in by parents. It’s not always clear whether baked 
goods dropped off at the school office are allergen-free. A parent pointed out that 
the issue goes beyond birthdays: families are sometimes asked by primary 
teachers to supply baked goods for class parties (e.g., Hallowe’en, Valentine’s 
Day, etc.). Pauline said that safety has to trump everything else. Most council 
attendees thought it was reasonable to ask parents not to supply baked goods 
for birthdays; council was split on whether to ask parents not to supply any food 
at all for birthdays (pencils, stickers, etc., could be an alternative for younger 
grades). Council asked that whatever the final policy decision, it must be applied 
consistently in all classes and it must be communicated clearly to parents. 

 
 

 



 
 

Teachers’ Report –Elizabeth Zuiani 

 see attached 

 There was a brief discussion about how involved the school council should be in 
helping the Grade 8 students to fundraise for their band trip. It was pointed out 
that the school council is already stretched to find enough parent volunteers to 
run events that benefit the entire student body. It was decided that the Grade 8 
students and parents could be offered a couple of school council events, if they 
are willing to run them (e.g., a movie night, the year-end BBQ). School council 
can also offer fundraising ideas and advice. 

 
 
Financial Report – Ingrid Johanson 

 see attached 

 Council voted to purchase two 100-cup urns at approx. $150 each: one for coffee 
and one for hot chocolate. Up until now, school council volunteers have been 
borrowing urns from businesses and local churches for special events. 

 
 

OCASC – Donna Garnons-Williams 
 

 There was a discussion at the first OCASC meeting about the best ways to get 
information out to families. Some schools are using HotLunches.net, an online 
school lunch ordering system that has a feature allowing schools to broadcast 
email messages to participating families. Leanne Ginsberg agreed to look into 
the pros and cons of online ordering for subs and pizzas at SLPS. 

 OCASC attendees also discussed the use of smart phones and other technology 
at schools. There was a wide range of opinion on the extent to which students 
should be allowed to use their electronic devices at school. 

 
 
New Business 

 Two questions were tabled for discussion at a future meeting: 
o Will SLPS clothing be sold this year? 
o Many parents feel there is less of an emphasis on rote learning in the 

current math curriculum and many are sending their kids to tutoring 
services such as Kumon and Oxford Learning Systems. At school, are 
kids learning what they need to learn for math success?  

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:05 pm 
 
 
Next meeting November 19 


